
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 Program 
Welcome to the 10th Annual Tribal 
Emergency Preparedness Conference 
August 13-15, 2013 



THE NORTHWEST AND NATIONAL TRIBAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL & NJPA 
 

I am honored to announce our new partnership with the National Tribal Emergency Management Council and the 
National Joint Powers Alliance. This has been an amazing year for the NWTEMC, an organization that was formed for the 
purpose of promoting Emergency Management and Homeland Security in Indian Country. I am humbled by the amazing 
progress that this Council has made since its inception in 2004. 

 
When our great Nation was attacked on September 11, 2001, the history of our Nation was re-written and the way that 
we addressed the security of the homeland was changed forever. As we looked closer at our country and what is known 
as critical infrastructure, we learned that a great deal of our most essential and vulnerable resources were located on 
Tribal lands, to include, but not be limited to our International Borders, our International Shipping Lanes, our Oil 
Refineries, our Military Bases, our Pipelines and our largest Power Dams. And, yet, the Tribes were not a part of the 
National Conversation on how to better protect our Nation. 

 
Eight Tribes in Washington State first met in 2004, with the idea of forming the Northwest Tribal Emergency 
Management Council, to help promote emergency management and homeland security in Indian Country. The 
“Northwest” in NWTEMC was chosen to represent those Tribal Nations of WA State Homeland Security Region I. Since 
its inception, the “NW” has grown to mean more than those original eight Tribes, but now, the greater Pacific Northwest 
Region of the United States. The membership today represents more than one hundred thirty Tribal Nations throughout 
the four State area of Washington, Idaho, Oregon and Alaska. 

 
On January 29th, 2013, the President of the United States signed The Hurricane Sandy Relief Bill. For the first time in US 
history, our Tribal Nations were granted the ability to declare disaster declarations in Indian Country and request 
financial assistance for recovery directly to the President. 
In this past year alone, our Country has experienced hurricanes, explosions, ice, snow, windstorms and tornados like 
never before in our entire history. We have seen earthquakes on the west coast, flooding throughout the mid-west, fires 
across the nation and have evacuated entire communities to keep our people safe. With the increase in events across 
our Nation, the NWTEMC saw a critical need to reach out across the nation to share the great work being done in the 
Pacific Northwest by helping to create the National Tribal Emergency Management Council. 

 
Our Tribal Nations have come together to promote the true meaning of sovereignty: self-determination, self-reliance and 

self-governance. In some token, we recognize that in a true National Disaster, we must be able to come together, to work 

together, and to respect one another as we plan, prepare, respond and recover. Our Tribal Nations have strengthened 

relationships with our Local, State and Federal Partners. Today, we look to forge greater relationships with NJPA and 

Corporate America as the newest and greatest additions to this family. The NWTEMC is also proud to partner with the 

National Tribal Emergency Management Council into 2014. It is in these partnerships that we have proven what 

emergency management and homeland security is truly all about. Our goal for the coming year is to continue to grow, 

learn and share best practices throughout our great Nation. Happy 10th Anniversary NWTEMC and Congratulations to 

the National Tribal Emergency Management Council. May we share many more years together. 
 
Sincerely, 

Lynda Zambrano 
Lynda Zambrano, Executive Director 
Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council 
National Tribal Emergency Management Council 
www.nwtemc.org 
www.ntemc.org 

http://www.nwtemc.org/
http://www.ntemc.org/


The Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council and the National Tribal Emergency 
Management Council would like to welcome the following vendors to our Emergency 
Management Family. Without your help and your support, this event would not have been 
possible. With sincerest gratitude for what you do, we thank each of you. We invite you to join 
us for years to come and look forward to our ongoing efforts in Indian Country.  
 
Board of Directors 
NWTEMC-NTEMC 
 

 
 

 



2013 10th Annual NWTEMC Emergency Management Conference 
in Partnership with 

 
Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council 

National Tribal Emergency Management Council 

WA State Department of Emergency Management 

WA State Department of Health/ Public Health Emergency Preparedness & Response 

National Joint Powers Alliance 

 

 
Hosted by the Kalispel Indian Tribe 
Northern Quest Resort and Casino 

Spokane, Washington 

August 13-15, 2013 

 
Monday, August 12, 2013 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Early bird registration 

 

Tuesday, August 13, 2013 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Registration 

 
9:00a.m. – 4:00 p.m. General Sessions, Information Kiosks and Vendors – Pond Oreille Pavilion 

 
This year’s conference will kick off all events in the Pond Oreile Pavilion. Our conference will have a resounding 
theme as the events will all be built around “Communications, Technology and Social Media.” Our Main Event this 
year will allow participants to interact directly with our Tribal, Federal, State and Local partners. Please join us in 
the Pavilion for all General Sessions as well as visit kiosks that will provide you the opportunity to find Grants, 
Resources, and Information that will assist you with developing, enhancing and further building your program’s 
capacity and capabilities. Property map can be found in your registration materials. 

 
9:00a.m. – 9:15 a.m. Welcome- Chairperson of the Kalispel Nation 

Tribal Welcome – Jim Wynecoop, Kalispel Tribe Director of Public Safety 
Colors – Presented by the Kalispel Tribe Color Guard 
Opening Prayer – Drum and Song by the Frog Island Drum 

 

9:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. “Welcome to the 10
th 

Annual NWTEMC Tribal Emergency Management 
Conference” -Claude Cox, (Spokane Tribe) Chairman of the Northwest and 
National Tribal Emergency Management Council 

 
9:30 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. “KEYNOTE SPEAKER” – Steven M. Golubic, (Whitefish River Band of Ojibwe) 

Previous first Director of Tribal Affairs in the Intergovernmental Affairs Office of 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and National Tribal Liaison at the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in Washington, DC. 

 
10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Morning Break (coffee, morning snacks) 

 
10:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Lillian Sparks, (Lakota of Rosebud and Oglala Sioux Tribes) Commissioner, 
Administration for Native Americans, Administration for Children and Family Services, U.S. Health and Human 
Services 
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GENERAL SESSIONS in the Pond Oreille Pavilion 

 

 
 

11:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. “A Message from U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell” - Tanya Riordan, Eastern WA Director, 
U.S. Senator Maria Cantwell 

 
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 a.m. Cynthia Iyall - (Nisqually Tribe) Chairwoman of the Nisqually Indian Tribe 

 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Lunch sponsored by the Muckleshoot Tribe - Featuring our Special Guest Speaker 

James Roddey. Please join us for this spectacular event. 

 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Visit Information Kiosks, Vendors and Outdoor Displays 

 
2:00 p.m. – 2:20 p.m. “Casino Active Shooter Exercise” – Butch Nomee, Coeur D’Alene Tribe, Director of 

Casino Security 
 

2:20 p.m. – 2:40 p.m. “2013 Tribal Canoe Journey” – John Preston, Quinault Tribe, Emergency Management 
 

2:40 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. “Tribal CERT, the Tribal Community Emergency Response Team training”- Jim Sande, 
Swinomish Tribe, Dennis Fenstermaker, Snohomish County Fire District #24, Tribal Presenters to be announced. 

 

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. “Northwest Indian College’s Traditional Plants and Foods Program” - Elise Krohn, M.Ed, 
Traditional Foods Educator and Herbalist and Elizabeth Campbell, (Spokane and Kalispel Tribe) 

 

 
3:20 p.m. – 3:40 p.m. “WebEOC Updates, Policies and Procedures”, Debbie Bostwick, WA State Emergency 
Management Division 

 
3:40 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. National Joint Powers Alliance, Matthew Peterson (Descendant, White Earth Nation) 

 
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Visit Information Kiosks, Vendors and Outdoor Displays 

 

 
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Dinner - The Northern Quest Casino and Resort 

 

 

*************************************************************************************** 

Dining Options at Northern Quest Casino: 

 

 Masselow’s (AAA Four Diamond Rated Fine Dining) 

 EPIC (Larger than life sports bar & grill) 

 Fai’s Noodle House (Chinese and Vietnamese Entrees) 

 River’s Edge Buffet (More than 100 Items Nightly) 

 Fatburger (Delicious burgers made fresh to order, hand battered onion rings, ice-cream shakes) 

 Villa Fresh Italian Kitchen (Italian Entrees & Pizza) 

 Marketplace (Convenience items, snacks, espresso, wine, snacks, soups) 
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Wednesday, August 14, 2013 
9:00 am – 9:50 am PAVILION Morning Kick-Off 
Richard Flores, Special Advisor to National Tribal Affairs, FEMA , Ken Murphy, Administrator, Region X FEMA 
Howard Goldman, Senior Counselor and Director of the Office of Policy Coordination and Intergovernmental 

Affairs, TSA 

 
 Pavilion Kalispel N/S Kalispel A/C Kalispel B 

     
10:00 – 10:50 “Traditional Herbs 

and Medicines” – 

Elise Krohn and 

Elizabeth Campbell 

(Spokane and 

Kalispel) NWIC 

“Role of Public 

Affairs in Indian 

Country, Do tribes 

need Public 

Information 

Offices” 

-Glenn Zaring 

“Immediate Disaster 

Case Management in 

Indian Country” – 

Administration for 

Children and Family 

Services 

“National Joint Powers 

Alliance” - Matthew 

Peterson (Descendant of the 

White Earth Nation) 

11:00 – 11:50 “Communication in 

the Digital Age: 

Social, Media, 

Audio, Video & 

Web Conferencing” 
– Denise Mino, WA 

State Department of 

Health 

“Medical Reserve 

Corps” –Moji 

Obiako, Cindy 

Gleason, WA State 
Department of Health 

“Office of Minority 

Health” – Jesus 

Reyna 

“Human Services 

Emergency 

Preparedness in 

Tribal Communities” 
Administration for 

Children and Family 

Services 

“Casino Active Shooter 

Exercise” – Butch Nomee, 

(Coeur D’Alene Tribe), 

Director of Casino 

Security and Richard 

Broncheau, (Nez Perce 

Tribe) 

LUNCH Lunch – Free Time 

 
1:00 – 1:50  

 

“FEMA Declaration 

Process – 2 Hour 

Workshop on 

Required 

Documents & 

Forms” - Alysha 

Kaplan, WA State 

EMD and Charlie 

Axton, FEMA 

“WA State DOH 

process and 

forms” - Mary 
Leitka (Nisqually 

Tribe) 

“Workplace 

Mitigation” – 
Lucianne Phillips, 

FEMA 

“Railroad Hazardous 

Material Incidents – 

Preparedness and 

Response” – Justin 

Piper, Manager, 

Hazardous Materials 

Field Operations and 

Emergency Response 

“DHS Office of Emergency 

Communications” - Walt 

Lamar (Blackfeet Nation) and 

Bruce Richter 

 

 

2:00 – 2:50 “National Library of 

Medicine Resources 

for Disaster 

Planning and 

Response” – Gail 

Kouame 

“Bio Terrorism and 

Ag” – Dave 

Hodgeboom, USDA and 

Linda Crerar, Pierce 

College, HLS Centers of 

Excellence 

“What you need to know 

about Social media in 

disasters and 

emergency preparedness” 
-James Roddey 

3:00 – 3:50 “Lessons Learned 

from the 2013 

Tribal Canoe 

Journey” – John 

Preston (Quinault 

Tribe) & Ken Choke 

(Nisqually Tribe) 

“SAMHSA – 

Introduction to 

Disaster Behavioral 

Health” - Captain 

Mary Robinson 

“Human Services 

Emergency 

Preparedness in 

Tribal Communities” 

Administration for 

Children and Family 

Services 

“First Net” – Kevin 

McGinnis, First Net, 
Richard Broncheau (Nez 

Perce) and Walt Lamar 

(Blackfeet Nation) 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 2013 
 

 Board Room Kalispel North Kalispel South Premier Suite 
9:00 – 9:50 “National Incident 

Management System 
Updates” – Matt 

Bernard, FEMA 

“DHS Office of 

Emergency 

Communications” - 

Walt Lamar(Blackfeet 

Nation) and Bruce 

Richter 

 

“National Joint 

Powers Alliance” - 
Matthew Peterson, 

(Descendant of the 

White Earth Nation) 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribal Youth Track – Jeff 

Choke and Hanford McCloud, 

(Nisqually Tribe) in 

conjunction with: Wisdom 

Warrior Program, Melody 

Coleman & Northwest Indian 

College, Elise Krohn & 

Elizabeth Campbell 

& Cold Water Safety 

Training, Ron Tso, Chief of 

Police for the Lummi Nation 

10:00 – 10:50 “National Library of 

Medicine Resources 

for Disaster 

Planning and 

Response" – Gail 

Kouame 

“Role of Public 

Affairs in Indian 

Country, Do tribes 

need Public 

Information Offices”- 

Glenn Zaring 

“Immediate Disaster 

Case Management in 

Indian Country” – 

Administration for 

Children and Family 

Services 

11:00 – 11:50 “Teleconferencing 

and Social Media” – 

Denise Mino, WA State 

Department 

of Health 

“Medical Reserve 

Corps, a Federal and 

State Perspective” - 

Moji Obiako and Cindy 

Gleason “Office of 

Minority Health” – 

Jesus Reyna 

“Human Services 

Emergency 

Preparedness in Tribal 

Communities” 

Administration for 

Children and Family 

Services 

LUNCH Lunch Sponsored by the Kalispel Tribe 

Boxed Lunches to be served in the Big Tent in the Outdoor Display Area 

1:00 – 1:50  

 

 

“FEMA Declaration 

Process –– 2 Hour 

Workshop on  

Required Documents 

and Forms” - Alysha 

Kaplan, WA EMD and 
Charlie Axton, FEMA 

“WA State DOH 

process and forms” 

- Mary Leitka 

(Nisqually Tribe) 

“Workplace 

Mitigation” – 
Lucianne Phillips, 

FEMA 

“Railroad Hazardous 

Material Incidents – 

Preparedness and 

Response” – Justin 

Piper, Manager, 

Hazardous Materials 

Field Operations and 

Emergency Response 

 

 

 

 

 

CLUBHOUSE 

VENDORS and FRIENDS, 

ALL are invited to our 

NETWORKING SOCIAL – 

Please join us in the 

Clubhouse to meet our 

vendors, get your free 

National Joint Powers 

Alliance membership.  

2:00 – 2:50 “Traditional Herbs 

and Medicines” – 

Elise Krohn and 

Elizabeth Campbell 

(Spokane and 

Kalispel), NWIC 

“Bio Terrorism and 

Ag” – Dave 

Hodgeboom, USDA and 

Linda Crerar, Pierce 

College, HLS Centers of 

Excellence 

3:00 – 3:50 “Lessons Learned 

from the 2013 

Tribal Canoe 

Journey” – John 

Preston (Quinault 

Tribe) and Ken 

Choke (Nisqually 

Tribe) 

“SAMHSA – 

Introduction to 

Disaster Behavioral 

Health” – Captain 

Mary Robinson 

“Human Services 

Emergency 

Preparedness in Tribal 

Communities” 

Administration for 

Children and Family 

Services 
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Biographies 
 

Northwest and National Tribal Emergency Management Board and Staff 

 
Claude L. Cox (Spokane Tribe) 

Claude Cox has served as the Chairman of the Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council (NWTEMC) 

since 2008, a consortium of more than 140 Tribal Nations throughout Washington, Idaho, Oregon and Alaska. 

Mr. Cox is also serving as the interim Chairman of the National Tribal Emergency Management Council (NTEMC). 

Mr. Cox is the Chief of Police for the Sauk-Suiattle Tribe. He previously served as the Chairman of the Spokane 

Tribal Enterprise Corporation and the Tosha Director for the Spokane Tribe. Claude has been responsible for law 

enforcement, emergency management, risk management, benefits management, safety lost control, and corporate 

operations. Prior to his current role, he had served as a Disaster Assistance Employee to the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA), and was President of the Washington Counties Risk Pool and Risk Manager for the 

Spokane County Safety Department. Claude Cox is a proud enrolled member of the Spokane Tribe.  

Del Ostenberg 

Del Ostenberg currently serves as the Vice Chairman of the NWTEMC-NTEMC. He is also the Risk Management 

Safety and Compliance Officer/Emergency Manager for the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Indian 

Reservation. Del worked for the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs for 34 years. During that time 

Del worked in Fire Control, Forestry and Fire Management.  The last 16 years have been in Fire Management as a 

Training Officer. Del is a Fire Management Training Officer, training and assisting instruction of ICS thru 400 levels 

(National Multi-Agency Coordination Group), Fire Investigation and various safety classes. Del was part of the 

team that developed the National Incident Qualification System computer program for all risk at the National 

Interagency Fire Center. Del is qualified in the following wild land fire positions: Fire Fighter, Crew boss, Dozer 

boss, Engine Boss, Strike Team dozer-engine-crew, Task Force Leader, Division Group Supervisor, Incident 

Commander (Type 3, 4, 5,), Fire Investigator type I, II and III, Safety Officer Type II,III,IV and V. Del has worked 

with several Prevention and Type I and II IMTs, both on and off the reservation, from Alaska to Florida.  Del is also 

an EMT, part of the CISM Debriefing team, and member of the Search & Rescue team 35 years. Del has been a 

part of the Safety Committee, Chairman for the Mount Tolman Complex Safety committee and Chairman for CCT 

Safety Committee. Del helped to develop the CEMP for the Colville Indian Reservation, as well as several 

associated EM plans. 

Kevin Lenon 

Kevin Lenon currently serves as the Secretary of the NWTEMC-NTEMC. Kevin is currently the Vice Chairman of the 

Sauk-Suiattle Tribe. He is also a Lifelong Native American Carver, carving Native American articles, canoes, and 

work to restore Tribal Cemeteries and grave sites. He is also currently a professional river guide .Kevin also works 

for the Sauk-Suiattle Natural Resources Department, assisting with preservation and restoration projects. Kevin Lenon 

volunteers for Fire District #24 of Darrington as a Fire Fighter and Water Rescue Team Member.  
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Jim Sande 

Jim Sande currently serves as the Treasurer of the NWTEMC. Jim Sande has established a career with the 

Swinomish Tribe for the past 17 years.  He is currently the Emergency Manager for the Tribe.  His prior experience 

includes 14 years as a police officer and sergeant with the Swinomish Police Department.  Jim is credentialed as a 

CEM by IAEM.  He holds an ABCP certification with DRI International.  His experience includes:  ICS and CERT 

instruction; major disaster declaration recovery efforts; grants management; comprehensive emergency 

management planning; and NIMS implementation.  Jim is a firm believer in leveraging partnerships and 

developing relationships among emergency management partners. 

Steven M. Golubic 

Mr. Steve Golubic currently serves as the Executive Director of the National Tribal Emergency Management 

Council. Steve recently retired as the first Director of Tribal Affairs in the Intergovernmental Affairs Office of the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  In that position, he oversaw the department wide DHS Tribal 

Consultation Policy and ensured all component agencies within DHS were fulfilling their responsibilities toward 

tribal consultation.  He advised the DHS Secretary’s Office on tribal issues for establishing, maintaining, and 

coordinating a nation-to-nation, federal-tribal relationship.  Mr. Golubic also previously served as the National 

Tribal Liaison, at the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Headquarters, in Washington, DC.  In that 

position he served as a liaison, on behalf of the Agency, with tribes, state and local officials.  He was the primary 

advisor to the FEMA Administrator on outreach activities related to tribal officials, tribal organizations, and tribal 

associations.  He participated in special projects to develop, recommend, and implement proactive long and short 

term strategies for tribal activities related to the Agency’s mission, program policies and initiatives.  He is an 

adjunct instructor at the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland teaching the tribal specific 

curriculum.  Mr. Golubic also served in field positions for the Agency, during presidentially declared disasters, to 

ensure that tribes and their communities expeditiously received Federal disaster assistance to help them rebuild their 

lives and their communities. Before joining FEMA, Mr. Golubic spent more than two years as the Homeland 

Security Director at Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council in Lac du Flambeau, Wisconsin.  His career also includes 

nearly 20 years as a county emergency management director, safety consultant with Wausau Insurance, Director 

of the Wisconsin Council of Safety and Executive Director of Wisconsin Operation Lifesaver. Mr. Golubic also 

served on the Board of Directors for the Wisconsin Emergency Management Association (WEMA) as a regional 

representative and also as president.   

Lynda Zambrano 

Lynda Zambrano currently serves as the Executive Director of the NWTEMC and Deputy Director of the National 

Tribal Emergency Management Council. Lynda began her career in law enforcement 20 years ago, working with 

Federal, State, Local and Tribal governments. Lynda has also served as Health Director for several Tribal Nations, 

which has given her a unique perspective to bring together many different disciplines to work together in 

emergency management. Lynda has an extensive background in finance, contracts management and audit 

compliance work. Lynda is a grants writer, assisting with securing more than one hundred grants and several 

million dollars for Tribal Nations in the State of Washington. Lynda has received recognition for her work in Indian 

Country from the Federal Emergency Management Association, US Department of Homeland Security and US 

Bureau of Indian Affairs. Most recently, Lynda was inducted into the International Association of Women in 

Emergency Management’s Hall of Fame. Lynda is the proud wife of Richard Zambrano, whom is a member of the 

Snoqualmie Tribe, and mother of three.  
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Presenters – Tuesday, August 13th, 2013 
(Listed In Order of Appearance) 

 

Lillian Sparks J.D.  

Presidentially appointed, Lillian A. Sparks was confirmed by the United States Senate as the Commissioner of the 

ANA in March 2010. A member of the Rosebud and Oglala Sioux Tribes, Ms. Sparks has devoted her career to 

supporting the educational pursuits of Native American students, protecting the rights of indigenous people, and 

empowering tribal communities. Prior to her appointment, Ms. Sparks served as the Executive Director of the NIEA 

where she worked extensively on K-12 and early childhood education policy to secure funding to positively impact 

American Indian, Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian students. With a background in Political Science and Law, 

Ms. Sparks was named one of seven young Native American Leaders by USA Today Magazine. 

Cynthia Iyall 

Cynthia is currently serving her third consecutive term as Chairwoman and previously served a term on the Council 

in the Fifth Councilmen in 1997. She has also served as the WIGA Treasurer for 7 years. She has a Bachelor’s 

Degree in E-Commerce from City University and an Associate’s Degree in Entrepreneurship from Northwest Indian 

College where she graduated with Honors.  She is a graduate of Tumwater High School.  Previous to her Council 

work, Chairwoman Iyall was the Economic Development Planner for the tribe since 1996. Cynthia enjoys 

participating and attending cultural events, learning Native songs and dances as well as Native language.  She 

believes in Sovereignty and works toward building the strength, health and wealth of Nisqually in order to be a 

healthy and self-sufficient community. 

James Roddey, Featured Lunch Speaker 

James Roddey is an award winning author, director, and natural hazards expert who has worked as the Earth 

Sciences Information Officer for the state of Oregon and the Director of Communications for the American Red 

Cross. Roddey also led the first of its kind, federally funded, tsunami readiness outreach and education program in 

the nation, working with over two dozen cities at the Oregon coast over the course of two years. Roddey is a 

familiar face to people around the country when natural disasters strike, through his appearances nationally on The 

O’Reilly Factor, CNN, The CBS Evening News, and NPR. With a background in broadcasting, marketing and 

geoscience education, Roddey’s empowering message to national conference audiences and town hall gatherings 

is to prepare for the unexpected and create partnerships.   

John Preston 

My name is John Preston.  I have been employed by the Quinault Indian Nation as the Emergency Management 

Coordinator for just over a year and a half.  I have over 17 years of firefighting experience in both structural and 

wild land.  I also have 17 years’ experience as a Washington State Emergency Medical Technician. I have 

worked for the Ocean Shores and Quinault Indian Nation, Bristol Bay Burrow, Alaska Fire/EMS departments and 

volunteered with Grays Harbor County Fire District 7. I have over 7 years of Law Enforcement experience with the 

Quinault Indian Nation Police department and Bristol Bay Burrow Alaska police department.  I attended the 

Federal Law Enforcement Training Center Basic Police Academy in Artesia, New Mexico, the DEA Clandestine Lab 

School in Quantico Virginia, I have attended the Washington State Field Training Office School and the FEMA 

basic Emergency Management Academy. 
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Joan Smeltzer 

Joan Smeltzer is a Tribal elder of the Snoqualmie Tribe. Joan is a graduate of the Community Emergency Response 

Team training at the Colville Nation (July 2012) and has spent the last few years better preparing her family and 

her community for any type of major event. Joan likes to can traditional foods and preserve dry goods. Last year, 

Joan and her grandchildren, also graduates of the CERT class, were activated by the local county emergency 

management department to assist following the devastating windstorm of Ferry Country that destroyed 40 miles of 

power poles and left large areas of the county and the Colville reservation without power for several days.  

C.M. Sam Jenkins 

C.M. Sam Jenkins spent 30 years in the US Air Force, the last ten of which were as the Non-Commissioned Officer 

in Charge of the 446th Wing Safety Office at McChord AFB, He developed a new safety evaluation program that 

won the unit the Air Force Reserve Command safety office award of the year in 2005. He was a National 

Coordinator and Safety committeeman for Home Builders Institute, writing the company safety handbook and a 

corporate trainer. After retiring, Sam saw the need for public disaster education in the local community and, with 

the support of the local officials, registered a Citizen Corps Council. He joined the Search and Rescue team and 

currently serves as its President. He is the Chairman of the Ferry County EMS and Trauma Care Council and 

Amateur Radio Emergency Services (ARES) and RACES Officer. 

Dennis Fenstermaker  

Dennis has been involved with search and rescue and the fire service for 45 years. He currently works for the 

Seattle Fire Department as a company officer assigned to Ladder 8 in Ballard. He also serves as the district fire 

chief for Darrington Fire District 24 in Darrington, WA, where he lives. His involvement in mountain rescue started 

at age 15 with King County Search and Rescue and the Seattle Mountain Rescue Council. He has been teaching 

CERT classes for the NWTEMC since 2006 throughout Washington State. 

Elise Krohn 

Elise Krohn, Traditional Foods Educator and Herbalist is passionate about cultivating healing relationships between 

plants and people.  Since 2005 she has taught classes, developed curriculum and coordinated events for the 

Northwest Indian College Cooperative Extension’s Traditional Plants and Foods Program.  Elise also directs the 

NWIC Traditional Foods and Medicines program at the Northwest Indian Treatment Center. She has a Master of 

Education from Leslie University and a Bachelor of Science from The Evergreen State College.  Elise is the author of 

the book Wild Rose and Western Red Cedar and the co-author of Feeding the People, Feeding the Spirit.  You 

can visit her blog at www.wildfoodsandmedicines.com.  Email: ekrohn@nwic.edu  

Elizabeth Campbell 

Elizabeth Campbell, Traditional Foods Educator, specializes in growing and gathering healthy food. She received 

a Bachelor of Arts from the Evergreen State College focusing on Education, Native American studies and the 

Practice of Sustainable Agriculture. She is the program assistant for the N.W. Indian Treatment Center’s Traditional 

Foods and Medicines Project. As a member of the Spokane Tribe she grew up harvesting native foods with her 

family. She now owns and operates a small organic family farm in Shelton, Washington.  
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Matthew Peterson 

Matt has served the public in two different arenas, through law enforcement for the Mille Lacs Tribal Police 

Department, and currently, as a Contract Manager/Tribal Liaison for the National Joint Powers Alliance® (NJPA).  

As a public servant for NJPA he serves over 45,000 members throughout the nation including 380 tribal agencies 

with competitively awarded purchasing solutions.  Matthew frequently presents to public agencies across the 

country on how to purchase products and services while retaining value and efficiency.  Owning a small residential 

contracting firm for over a decade has strengthened his knowledge in all aspects of business management.  He 

uses this experience to directly manage NJPA’s National Construction Program called ezIQC®, which includes the 

oversight of NJPA’s Mitigation and Restoration contracts.  These contracts provide public agencies high quality 

construction and renovation work that are ideal for disaster and emergency projects. Matthew is a descendant of 

the White Earth Nation in MN and currently resides in Nisswa, MN with his wife Nancy and their three children. 

He holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business Administration from the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN. 

William T. Wiley  

Mr. Wiley brings extensive experience in all areas of emergency management, having worked for several federal 

and state agencies in Incident Command of Law Enforcement, Hazardous Materials, Medical, Fire, Aquatic 

Resources/Recoveries and major events management.  He has had a long federal career and has held numerous 

managerial, supervisory, and program lead positions that include the National All-Hazards Emergency Manager 

for the US Dept. of Interior, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs’, Office of Homeland Security, Emergency 

Management and many more.  In short, he has a depth and breadth of experience, and successful 

accomplishment, that he has shared both as a paid professional manager and planner, consultant and educator in 

the field of emergency management, and as a volunteer to organizations in need.  As an avid believer that 

education and training are ‘Silver Bullets’ in addressing most of our challenges, he has developed many training 

programs and manuals  which include some of the first non-Fire ICS courses for SAR, LE, EMS, and HazMat.  

Beyond the many training and certifications Mr. Wiley has been awarded he also maintains Undergraduate and 

Graduate work and degrees in Pre-Med., Environmental Biology/Chemistry, Forest Ecology & Management, and 

Hazardous Materials & Hazardous Waste Management.  He retired from federal service in late 2012, and after 

fulfilling his lifelong dream of taking a month running over 200 miles of the Colorado River, through the Grand 

Canyon with his youngest son, he is now pursuing his past “moon-lighting” careers of professional photography, 

white-water guiding, consulting, and teaching. 

 

 

Presenters – Breakouts on Wednesday and Thursday, August 14th and 15th, 2013 

(Listed in Alphabetic Order) 

 

Matthew P. Bernard 

34 years in Emergency Management and HAZMAT response, training, safety and planning. 

FEMA Region 10 NIMS Coordinator, Type 1 ICS Safety Officer, Certified NIMS trainer, trainer in WMD, OSHA, 

EPA and DOT courses and Type III Planning Section Chief. 8 years Civilian, 13 years active duty and 14 years 

Reserve duty  (31 Years (overlap with reserve)) with the US Coast Guard.    
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Richard Broncheau 

Mr. Broncheau moved home to the Nez Perce Reservation shortly after graduation from the University of 

Washington in June 1993.  Since November 1993, Mr. Broncheau has worked for the Nez Perce Tribe (NPT) in 

a number of positions related to education, employment, training and emergency management.  His current 

position as Emergency Management Coordinator utilizes all of his education and employment skills including: 18 

years in the Service Industry (i.e. restaurants); 8 years in Post-Secondary Education (i.e. college); 17 years work 

with the NPT. Mr. Broncheau just finished purchasing radios and other equipment for the Tribal Police and Fire 

Management Programs (THSGP 2009).  He is currently preparing to roll out a Community Preparedness program 

for the Nez Perce Tribe (THSGP 2010).  And beginning October 1, 2012 he will also be coordinating the 

installation of three large generators to enhance the community preparedness and response capability in three 

towns on the Nez Perce Reservation (THSGP 2012).  All three programs are courtesy of the Department of 

Homeland Security, Tribal Homeland Security Grant Program (THSGP). 

Ken Choke 

Born and raised in the Pacific Northwest, Ken Choke is an Enrolled Member of the Nisqually Tribe and has lived 

there some 20 plus years. Ken began his career in Emergency Management as a Law Enforcement Officer (Fish 

and Wildlife) and established the Department 2 plus years ago through the request of the Chief of Police, Tribal 

Council and General Council. The first major incident Ken was involved with was the Nisqually Earthquake while 

working for the Fish Hatchery. Since then Ken has dealt with several incidents to include a major wind storm that 

caused debris on the roadway and knocked out the power to the reservation. Ken was responsible for helping to 

develop a CERT team to assist in major events and with the wind storm, the CERT helped remove the debris so that 

Power could be restored to the Reservation and the surrounding areas. Ken helped develop the plans for the 

Youth/Emergency Center in the event of an Emergency as well the Tribes Emergency plans. The first activation of  

the Youth/Emergency Center was the MLK winter storm of 2012 which provided services for the Tribal Community 

and the surrounding areas as well assisted the American Red Cross with their requests for food for local shelters. 

With the help of the Emergency Management Team, Ken implemented the ICS structure to assist the Tribe with its 

first co-host of the Tribal Canoe Journey 2012 Paddle to Squaxin. Ken is currently the Tribe’s liaison for membership 

in the NWTEMC and the Washington State Lead for the National Tribal Emergency Management Council. 

Linda Crerar 

The Center of Excellence is pleased announce the appointment of Linda Crerar as its new Director. Linda is an 

experienced business and government executive with over 35 years working successfully in the private and public 

sectors. She has a proven track record of promoting organizational and community preparedness. Linda has served 

on the State’s Homeland Security Committee and its Strategic Plan Development Working Group, State’s Pandemic 

Flu Workgroup and as the executive staff to Washington’ Emergency Management Council prior to coming to the 

Center in 2010. Linda is a dedicated professional helping to build our State’s economic vitality through delivery of 

effective training, education and resources which support our community and technical colleges, their constituencies 

and our government, business and industry partners.  

Richard Flores 

Richard Flores currently serves as the Special Advisor for National Tribal Affairs. Richard has also served as Tribal 

Liaison on several National Declarations of Disaster. Richard has been an instructor with the Emergency 

Management Institute located in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 
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Cindy Gleason 

Cindy Gleason is the Countermeasure and Training Section Manager in the Public Health Emergency Preparedness 

Program at the Washington Department of Health. She manages the alert and warning system, the volunteer 

management program, training and emergency health and medical logistics and countermeasure delivery. Prior to 

this position, she was responsible for coordinating the development of the DOH Comprehensive Emergency 

Management Plan, Mass Fatality Planning and the Agency Emergency Operations Center.  She has worked for the 

Department of Health for 22 years in various parts of the agency. Cindy has a Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Outdoor Recreation Management/Environmental Education from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale and has 

two grown children and lives in Tumwater. 

Howard Goldman 

Howard Goldman serves as Senior Counselor and Director of the Office of Policy Coordination and 

Intergovernmental Affairs. The office reports directly to the Administrator and was stood up in 2012 as part of 

TSA’s transformation as a high-performing counterterrorism organization. It provides overall coordination and 

alignment of TSA security policies with DHS, interagency committees, national security staff, and state, local, tribal, 

and territorial governments. As a member of the Transportation Security Executive Service, Goldman provides 

advice on policy and legislative matters and represents TSA on a wide variety of significant issues. This includes 

serving as the TSA liaison to the national security staff, Transborder Directorate, providing timely information on 

significant policy initiatives to help inform the Assistant to the President for Counterterrorism and Homeland Security 

on critical transportation security matters and to DHS headquarters policy and counterterrorism offices.  

Alysha Kaplan  

Alysha Kaplan is a Regional Public Assistance Supervisor with the Washington State Military Department -

Emergency Management Division. She has worked 10 active disasters, both in FEMA-State joint field offices and 

through the grant closeout process. Alysha has assisted more than 600 jurisdictions, including numerous tribal 

nations, in navigating the FEMA Public Assistance grant process. An experienced public speaker, she conducts 

annual Public Assistance trainings, Damage Assessment trainings, as well as, Contracts and Procurement trainings 

to a wide variety of audiences throughout the public sector. Alysha was also a key advisor to the Green River 

Valley Task Force during Howard Hanson Dam damages and also worked on proofing the Cascadia Earthquake 

exercise debris module. In addition to her Public Assistance responsibilities, she is also the Fire Management 

Assistance Grant Program Manager for Washington State assisting local jurisdictions with wildfire cost recovery.  

Gail Kouame 

Librarians as part of a disaster response team?  You bet!  Come and hear from Gail Kouame, Public Health 

Outreach Coordinator at the National Network of Libraries of Medicine, Pacific Northwest Region about how 

librarians and library resources fit into the picture of disaster preparation and response.  Gail received her MLIS 

degree from the University of Washington in 1999. Prior to becoming a librarian, she worked as a social worker 

in long-term care (nursing homes). When not working with health information intermediaries, Gail enjoys spending 

time with family and friends, running, hiking, and singing. She also just took up fiddling and looks forward to 

expanding her repertoire! 
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Walt Lamar  

Walter Lamar has thirty-years of specialized law enforcement and security experience having served as a Special 

Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Deputy Director of the Bureau of Indian Affairs-Office of Law 

Enforcement Services, Senior Advisor to the Director of the Department of the Interior-Office of Law Enforcement and 

Security, and President/CEO of Lamar Associates.  Walter is an enrolled member of the Blackfeet Nation of 

Montana and a descendant of the Wichita Tribe of Oklahoma, and was raised on the Blackfeet, Wind River, 

Jicarilla Apache and Navajo Reservations, in addition to Oklahoma Indian Country. As a Special Weapons and 

Tactics Operator with the FBI in San Francisco and Oklahoma City Divisions, he responded to incidents which  

included the Los Angeles Rodney King Riots, the Branch Davidian standoff at Waco and the bombing of the A.P. 

Murrah Building in Oklahoma City. Walter founded and supervised the Oklahoma City Violent Crimes Task Force,  

was a member of the FBI Speakers Bureau, an FBI Special Agenda Recruiter, an FBI spokesperson and a member 

of the FBI Director’s Native American Board of Advisors. He appeared on the America’s Most Wanted and 

Usolved Mysteries television programs and is prominently featured in John Walsh’s book entitled, No Mercy.  

Walter was twice awarded the FBI Shield of Bravery, and is one of only two agents in the history of the FBI to 

receive the prestigious medal. His parents are the late Newton Lamar (Wichita), a nationally recognized tribal 

leader, and Catherine Gobert Lamar (Blackfeet), a retired Bureau of Indian Affairs department head. Walter is 

married to Dr. Cynthia Chavez Lamar (San Felipe Pueblo, Hopi, Navajo and Tewa), Director of the Indian Arts 

and Research Center at the School for Advanced Research, Santa Fe, NM.  

Kevin McGinnis 

Kevin McGinnis’ career in Emergency Medical Services (EMS) spans 28 years, and he is a nationally recognized 

advocate for broadband communications within the EMS community. Mr. McGinnis is currently Chief of North East 

Mobile Health Services, the largest paramedic service in Maine. He serves as the Communications Technology 

representative between five national EMS organizations and federal agencies and national organizations 

impacting public safety video, data, and telecommunications. Mr. McGinnis is a member of the Public Safety 

Alliance and has been very involved in public safety activities, including serving on the Federal Communications  

Commission’s Emergency Response Interoperability Center Public Safety Advisory Committee; the Communications 

Interoperability, Security, and Reliability Council; and the P25 Interoperable Communications Standards Steering 

Committee. Mr. McGinnis was Vice-Chair of the Public Safety Spectrum Trust and is currently Chair of the 

SAFECOM Executive Program, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security advisory committee on communications 

interoperability in public safety. He holds degrees from Brown University and Cornell University. 

Stephen John Miller  

Stephen Miller is currently the Regional Emergency Management Specialist for the Administration for Children & 

Families, Region 8 (Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming), helping State and 

Tribal human services programs prepare for disasters.  Steve has a J.D. degree from Northern Illinois University Law 

School and an LL.M from the John Marshall Law School.  Prior to joining ACF, he spent 25 years with the Illinois 

State Police investigating various criminal activities, serving as a Special Agent and in supervisory positions before 

retiring with the rank of Captain.  He received his bachelor’s from DePaul University in Chicago and a master’s 

degree in criminal justice from Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, IL. 
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Denise Mino 

Denise Miño provides information technology consultation and training for the State of Washington Department of 

Health.  She specializes in teaching staff how to use technology to meet without needing to travel, as a means of 

improving communication and saving money.  Denise’s involvement in the Public Health Video Conference 

Network project helped add video conferencing technology to over 40 tribes and local health departments across 

Washington State.  The Network’s primary mission is to provide an alternative means of communication for 

emergency planning and response.     

Kenneth Murphy 

Kenneth Dean Murphy was appointed as the Regional Administrator for the Department of Homeland Security’s 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region X on 29 June 2010.  In this role, he oversees and 

coordinates FEMA’s all-hazards preparedness and emergency management efforts for AK, ID, OR and WA,  

through offices located in Anchorage, AK; Hermiston OR; and three facilities located near Bothell, WA.  These 

efforts include developing, implementing and executing FEMA’s mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery 

programs—in close coordination with a strong team of partners from all levels of government, volunteer and faith-

based groups, and business communities. Mr. Murphy brings an extensive background in emergency services and 

coordinated response to his position as Regional Administrator.   

Moji Obiako  

With over 12 years of Public Health experience, Moji Obiako is the MRC Regional Coordinator for Region X (AK, 

ID, OR, and WA). She offers assistance and support to the existing MRC units in the Pacific Northwest region. In 

addition, she aids individuals who are interested in starting an MRC unit in their local community. Moji is 

dedicated to working closely with individual units to advance the Surgeon General's public health priorities and 

coordinate with the goals of the Division of the Civilian Volunteer Medical Reserve Corps. 

Lucianne Phillips 

Lucianne Phillips is the Private Sector and Tribal Liaison for FEMA Region 10 that covers WA, OR, ID and AK.  In 

2007, FEMA established a Private Sector Division and a Tribal Liaison at their headquarters to work across FEMA 

programs to facilitate collaboration and help connect related efforts among FEMA programs, private sector 

stakeholders and tribal communities.  To strengthen ties across the nation, Private Sector and Tribal Liaisons 

positions were created in the regional offices and in January 2011, Phillips was hired for Region 10.  Through the  

combined efforts of the whole community, government, private sector and tribes, there can be enhanced disaster 

preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation of all hazards.   

Justin Piper, CHMM 

Justin Piper has been actively working in the field of Hazardous Materials Response for nearly 12 years.  Justin has 

worked with many different industries in varying capacities regarding hazmat and environmental response including 

the railroads, highway transportation, petrochemical, maritime shipping, agricultural, pulp and paper and high tech 

industries.  Currently Justin is a Manager of Hazardous Materials for the BNSF Railway responsible for managing 

and responding to hazardous material incidents in an assigned territory.  Justin works with first responders, 

regulatory officials, industry, public stakeholders and the railroad to coordinate an effective response to incidents.  

Justin also assists with training events for community training through the TRANSCAER program. 

LT Jesus Reyna BSN, RN   

LT Reyna is a Commissioned Officer with the Public Health Service and is the Regional Minority Health Consultant 

for Region X (AK, ID, OR and WA). His work focuses on HHS Secretarial and OASH/ASH prevention initiatives 

and priorities, including Healthy People 2020; the HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health 

Disparities; and the National Stakeholder Strategy for Achieving Health Equity. LT Reyna has been at the HHS 

Region X office for 9 years and has held two other positions prior to this assignment. He coordinated the Medical 

Reserve Corps program and was the HIV/AIDS Regional Resource Coordinator. 
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Bruce Richter 

Bruce Richter joined OEC after 8 years of providing direct technology support to state, local and Tribal public 

safety agencies as deputy director of the National Law Enforcement and Corrections Technology Center-Northwest, 

a program of the National Institute of Justice. Bruce retired as a division commander with the Anchorage, AK Police 

Department to help start up the Technology Center. At APD, he managed a regional 911 emergency 

communications center, and later supervised SWAT, EOD, and K-9 teams, as well as patrol and investigative 

specialty units. He began his career as a National Park Ranger on a remote Lake Superior island before moving on  

to seasonal backcountry assignments in Olympic and Denali National Parks, and gained experience in wildfire 

response and wilderness search and rescue. Bruce holds a Master of Business Administration degree from Alaska 

Pacific University, MS and BS degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and a BA in Justice from 

University of Alaska-Anchorage. Bruce also completed the Senior Management Institute for Police taught by the 

Harvard Kennedy School, the National Crime Prevention Institute at the University of Louisville, the Southern Police 

Institute and the US Army Northern Warfare School at Ft. Greely, AK. 

Captain Mary Robinson 

CAPT Robinson is a U.S. Public Health Service Commissioned Corps officer stationed at SAMHSA. She serves as 

the Chief for the Emergency Mental Health and Traumatic Stress Services Branch within the Division of Prevention, 

Traumatic Stress, and Special Program.  She manages two national programs, the Child Trauma and the Crisis 

Counseling Programs both of which have significant and positive effect on the behavioral health of men, women, 

youth and children who may have experienced natural or human-caused disasters and/or traumas. CAPT Robinson 

has an extensive background in academic and healthcare training and administration, disaster behavioral health, 

emergency disaster management, and clinical emergency department practice. She holds a PhD in organization 

and management, a B.S. in nursing, an M.A. in educational psychology and counseling, and a M.S. in nursing 

administration.  

Wendy Stevens 

Ms. Wendy Stevens is the new Tribal Relations Specialist for FEMA Region X.  She has approximately 30 years of 

experience in government, non-profit and private sectors providing senior leadership, technical expertise, and 

managing multiple statewide governmental service programs.  Most recently Stevens has served for several years in 

public health and safety for the Washington State Department of Health as Immunization Tribal Liaison and 

Adolescent Coordinator.   While in this position Stevens worked on grants funded by U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention focusing on tribal health working with tribes in the Pacific Northwest to improve health  

Disparities for American Indian / Alaska Native tribal communities.  Stevens has a Master degree from Seattle 

University in Non-Profit Executive Leadership, and attended the Naval Postgraduate School Center of Defense and 

Homeland Security (CHDS) for her Master degree in Security Studies.  Stevens also has an undergraduate degree 

from Pacific Lutheran University in Sociology.  Stevens is the fifth generation of her family who has lived in the 

Pacific Northwest, and enjoys bike riding, hiking as well as time with her family’s two dogs and horses.  

Lewissa Swanson 

Lewissa Swanson serves as a Regional Emergency Management Specialist for the Administration for Children & 

Families in Region 10, an agency of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services. Lewissa has a Master’s 

Degree in Public Affairs from the University of Minnesota Hubert Humphrey Institute Of Public Policy in Minneapolis.  

She has worked for ACF for 10 years and participated in disaster responses for Iowa flooding, Hurricane Dean, 

Hurricanes Gustav/Ike, the 2008 Presidential inauguration, Hurricane Irene (NY), Hurricane Sandy (NJ), and ice 

jam flooding (AK).  In her current position, she works with States, Tribes, and other jurisdictions and community 

organizations in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon & Washington to build preparedness and response capacity for human 

services. 
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Commander Johnathon White 

Commander Johnathon White is the Deputy Director of the Office of Human Services Emergency Preparedness and 

Response at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration for Children and Families.  He is a 

Commissioned Officer in the U.S. Public Health Service and a licensed clinical social worker.  A senior subject 

matter expert in disaster human services, he holds a MSW in Clinical and Macro Social Work from the Catholic  

University of America, a Ph.D. in American Literature from George Washington University, a Licensed Certified 

Social Worker-Clinical license and Social Work Supervisor certification from the State of Maryland, and is a Board 

Certified Diplomate in clinical social work.  He has worked previously as a hospital social worker specializing in 

work with advanced oncology patients, disaster mental health responder, college English professor, and labor 

union campaign staffer. 

LCDR Jonathan L. Whitehart 

LCDR Jonathan L. Whitehart has served 19 ½ years of military service in both the United States Navy and the U.S. 

Public Health Service. He received a Bachelor of Science, Healthcare Management from Southern Illinois 

University in 2002. LCDR Whitehart later received a Master of Public Administration, concentration in Healthcare 

Administration from Troy University in August 2006. He also received a Master’s Certificate in Project 

Management from The George Washington University in June 2011 and a Master of Homeland Security in Public 

Health Preparedness from Pennsylvania State University in December 2011. After transitioning from the United 

States Navy in 2008 LCDR Whitehart worked for the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Office of Biostatistics 

and Epidemiology as a Supervisory Program Management Officer until July 2012. LCDR Whitehart currently works 

for the Administration for Children and Family, Office of Human Services Emergency Preparedness and Response 

as the Disaster Case Management and Operations Team Leader. LCDR Whitehart manages the Federal Immediate  

Disaster Case Management program for HHS. This is shared program with the Federal Emergency Management  

Agency (FEMA) that provides disaster case management services to states and tribal regions affected by natural 

disasters. 

Glenn Zaring 

Glenn C. Zaring has spent the last nine years as Director for the Office of Public Affairs for the Little River Band of 

Ottawa Indians creating a functioning Information Office handling tribal communications and public affairs. As part 

of his duties, he has headed up the Emergency Management efforts at the tribe where they have created a Tribal 

Emergency Response Team, an Incident Command Team, a CERT unit and a functioning Emergency Operations  

Center (backup to the County EOC).  Zaring has helped LRBOI to become NIMS compliant and to establish 

approved All Hazards Plans, Mitigation Plans and COOP. The tribal government has MOU’s in place with the 

State and County for Emergency Management and is a signatory to MEMAC. The LRBOI team is a participating 

partner in Region 7 activities and holds a seat on the Regional Planning Team. Zaring is also the elected secretary 

to the Manistee County LPT and LEPC. Zaring is a professional Public Information Officer who over his career 

served in the USAF in West Berlin, Germany with the Security Police and then AFTV. He has been a news 

broadcaster (TV and Radio), editorial columnist and Associate Professor of Business. For three years he was a 

speaker with the American Security Council dealing with US/Soviet issues. He sits on a number of non-profit 

boards in the Midwest. His wife of 29 years, Catherine, is Mayor-Pro Tem for the City of Manistee.  

 

(For Full Biographies and Photos of Presenters, Visit the NWTEMC website at www.nwtemc.org) 

 

A special THANK YOU to Mr. Bruce Williams-Burden and Chelsea Nied for photographing this wonderful event!
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EVENING EVENTS 

August 13th, 2013 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm - Networking Social and Live Auction for ALL Conference Attendees 
(Located in the Impulse Lounge) – We would like to extend a special thank you to The Gordian Group 
(Clint Owings and Louis Patin) for sponsoring the hospitality suite. 

 
 

                                                                                                              
 
August 14, 2013 

 
6:00pm – 9:00 pm - Ice Cream Social and Vendor Presentations (Located in the Pond 
Oreille Pavilion) - We would like to extend a special thank you to National Joint Powers Alliance 
(Matthew Peterson and Mike Hajek) for sponsoring the Ice Cream Social. 

 
 
 

Dessert Bar includes: 
Premium Chocolate, Strawberry, and Vanilla Ice-Cream 
Thomas Kemper Root-Beer 
Freshly baked brownies 
Waffle Bowls 
Banana, Strawberry, and Chocolate Sauce 
Assorted toppings and real whipped cream 
Bottled water and soft drinks 

 

 
 

August 15, 2013 

 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Closing Ceremonies (Located in the Big Tent near the Outdoor Display) 

Vendor Bingo Winners and Raffle 
 
Please visit our outdoor display featuring some of the following: 

 
MedStar Helicopter Polaris Vehicles MedStar Ambulance 

Hackney Emergency Service Vehicles Muckleshoot Van Colville Vehicle 

Sauk-Suiattle Emergency Vehicle Whelen Alamo Remote Control Brush Cutter 



 

POST CONFERENCE TRAINING OFFERING 

 

 

 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Region X 

FEMA Emergency Management Institute (EMI) 

and the 

Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council 

Invite you to attend 

L0583, Emergency Management  

Overview for Tribal Leaders  
Friday, August 16, 2013  

8:00 a.m. – 12 noon  
and  

1:00 – 5:00 p.m. 
At the 10th Annual Tribal Public Health Emergency Preparedness Conference 

 

Tribal leaders seeking to successfully prepare for, respond to, and recover from incidents and disasters 

will benefit from an understanding of emergency management concepts and operations. Added 

insight into emergency management concepts is even more critical in light of the recent amendments 

to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. The demanding schedule of 

tribal officials’ schedules rarely allows them to attend workshops or training sessions which might 

provide additional knowledge and skills in dealing with disaster situations. This four-hour course is 

designed to help tribal leaders understand how an effective emergency management can improve the 

sustainability of their tribal community and better protect tribal citizens, lands, culture, and 

sovereignty.   
 

Course topics will include: 

 The components of an effective emergency management program 

 The role of a Tribal Emergency Manager 

 The roles of tribal leaders in emergency management 

 An overview of FEMA programs available to tribal governments 

 

Upon completion of the course, participants submitting an application will be mailed an Emergency Management Institute 

certificate of completion for .4 CEUs. Participants will be required to enter a FEMA Student Identification Number (SID) on your 

application.  PRIOR TO THE CLASS, please obtain an SID by going to https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid/ .  Please bring your FEMA SID 

number with you to the class. For more information Please contact  Richard Flores, FEMA Headquarters  at 202-646-4663,  

richard.flores@fema.dhs.gov  or Lucianne Phillips, FEMA Region X, at 425-487-2104 or Lucianne.Phillips@fema.dhs.gov 

 

Intended Audience: All tribal elected and appointed officials and department heads. 
 

https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid/
mailto:richard.flores@fema.dhs.gov
mailto:Lucianne.Phillips@fema.dhs.gov
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A Special Thank You to the 

Northwest Tribal Emergency Management Council & National 

Tribal Emergency Management Council 
 
Board Members 

 
Claude Cox (Chairman, NWTEMC-NTEMC, Spoke Nation) Region X Lead 

 
Del Ostenberg (Vice Chairman, NWTEMC-NTEMC, Colville Nation)  

Jim Sande (Treasurer, NWTEMC-NTEMC, Swinomish Nation)  

Kevin Lenon (Secretary, NWTEMC-NTEMC, Sauk-Suiattle Nation)  

Steve Golubic (Executive Director, NTEMC, Whitefish River Bank of Ojibwe) 

Lynda Zambrano (Executive Director, NWTEMC, Deputy Director, NTEMC)  

Rick Zambrano (Logistics Manager, NWTEMC-NTEMC, Snoqualmie Nation) 

Carl Rebstock (Ex Officio 2nd Secretary, NWTEMC-NTEMC) 

Glenn Zaring (Board Member, Little River Band of Ottawa, MI) Region V Lead and 

Michigan State Lead 
 
Robert DesRosier (Board Member, Blackfeet, Montana) Region VIII Lead 

 
Delice Calcote (Board Member, Inter-Tribal Council of Alaska)  

Ken Choke (WA State Lead, Nisqually Tribe) 

James Akerelrea (Alaska State Lead-Coastal, Village of Scammon Bay,) 
 
Greg Gould (Alaska State Lead - Interior) 

 
Richard Broncheau (Idaho State Lead, Nez Perce)  

Dean Sawyer (Oregon State Lead, Grande Ronde)  

Matthew Peterson (Minnesota Lead, White Earth) 

Dave Nelson (Montana State Lead, Flathead) 

Judge Thomas Weismuller, ret. (Legal Advisor, Washington DC) 

 

William T. Wiley - ESF #5 Emergency Management Sub-Committee 
 
Walter Lamar - ESF # 13 Public Safety and Security Sub-Committee, Blackfeet Nation




